THE FIRST RAINBOW LEGEND
The rainbow legend from the Philippines its one of the most loved ones
A long time ago, there was a farmer that had a
small farm. One day he realizes that one of the
walls he built a couple of days ago keeps getting
knocked down by someone or something, tired of
this happening he decided to wait and catch the
responsible.
One evening while he was in guard he heard
something strange near that wall, then he ran and
surprises three star maidens. When they saw the
farmer they ran trying to escape, two were able to
do it while one was left behind. The farmer then got
a hold of the star maiden and felt in love with her,
afraid that she would run away from him, he thinks
in a way to stop this from happening, which is hide
her magical wings.
Time went by and the farmer and star maiden got married and were blessed with the
birth of a beautiful baby boy. They were happy for a long time, until one day that in
one of the star maiden's walk she found her magical wings near their house. She then
thinks on her sisters and how much fun they use to have, and with this in mind she
wears her wings back and with her son next to her, she flew back to her sisters
leaving the farmer heart broken.
The gods saw this and felt pity for the tears of the farmer, so they decided to build a
way for him to climb to the sky and see his son and wife, making a bridge of different
colors.
Another version of the rainbow legend says that one day Bathala planned a journey to
Earth to visit his faithful people. He called his children to bid them farewell. All of
them came but Bighari, the Goddess of Flowers.
Bathala, who valued promptness, became angry because this was not the first time
that Bighari missed their gathering. Thus, he banished her from their heavenly
kingdom.
Bighari, at that time, was at her garden on Earth. She wept bitterly when she was told
of her banishment. But she sought to cope with her sorrow by causing her garden to
bloom profusely.
The legend of the rainbow says that the people that used to live around her garden
grew to love her more and more for bringing beauty to their lives. They resolved, after
a time, to build her a bower so that they could see her garden even from a long
distance.
And so they built it, and decked it all over with colorful blooms. Thereafter, whenever
Bighari would travel, people would see her colorful bower against the sky.
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