Questions For HIM
Questions Every Filipina Should Ask A Potential Foreign Pen Pal Before Agreeing To Marriage
A note to the gentleman being asked to answer these questions: This list of questions was created by Bob
Lingerfelt of ASAWA (www.filipinawives.com) and may be distributed and copied freely. These are questions
which, based on my years of experience in this field, I think most Filipinas want to ask, or should ask, of any
foreigner who desires a relationship with her. I made this list because many Filipinas are too polite to ask
these questions themselves, in letters. Or the questions may simply never occur to them, even though the
answers will have great bearing on any potential relationship.
Some men may oppose the questions about money, careers, etc., using the often-abused cliché that love is
more important than money. True, there must be love for any relationship to work. But statistics indicate
that money is the number one cause of arguments between a husband and a wife. Also, in any culture, one
of the primary things a woman looks for in a husband is his ability to provide a decent home for her and any
future children. A man’s qualifications as a provider, his ability to guarantee a safe and secure home, are
paramount. Money is nothing without genuine love, but love is unquantifiable, so I can’t address that in this
list. But financial security can be fairly and promptly determined through a series of simple questions. Also,
keep in mind that the U.S. government DOES care about a man's financial situation, and requires that he
make a certain percentage of income above the national poverty limit before petitioning for a visa for a
foreign wife or fiancee.
Finally, a gentleman who is courting a woman from his own country is being evaluated in a similar fashion just in person, instead of in writing. If you are an American, for example, dating an American girl, or an
Aussie dating an Aussie girl, your girlfriend has the luxury of seeing your home, visiting your place of work,
seeing how you handle money, how you dress, how you interact with your family and friends. She has a
reasonable idea of your income, your hopes and dreams, your likes and dislikes. While she may not present
you with a list like the one below, she could easily answer most of the questions based simply on her own
experience with you.
A Filipina cares just as much about these issues, of course, but is deprived the lengthy, personal courting
process that a domestic girlfriend experiences, and thus a Filipina should not be scorned for asking
questions about aspects of your life that she has no other way of gaining knowledge of. Certainly, she would
prefer to learn these things on her own, in person, over the course of several months or years, but in a
penpal relationship, this is simply not possible.
Of course, if any man is really opposed to any of these questions, he's not “required” to answer them.
A note to the Filipinas who intend to use this list: Obviously, there's no way to guarantee the answers you
receive to these questions are honest, so use your own judgment when evaluating any foreigner who agrees
to complete the questionnaire. If you like, you can cross out the questions you don't want to ask, or you can
make your own list using the one below as inspiration. Good luck!
1. What is your height and weight?
2. What is your hair and eye color?
3. Do you drink alcoholic beverages? If yes, which ones and how often?
4. Do you smoke? If yes, how often?
5. Have you ever experimented with illegal drugs?
6. When is your birthday?
7. Have you been married before?
8. Do you have children?
9. If you do have children, how old are they?
10. Are you religious? What is your religion/faith? How religious are you?

11. If you are not Catholic, will you respect my right to attend Catholic services? How will our children be
raised??
12. Do you want children in our marriage? How many?
13. Do you want me to work? If I want to work, will you allow me to?
14. Will we be able to send a monthly allowance to my family in the Philippines if I want to help them?
15. Have you ever been arrested? If yes, explain.
16. What are your favorite hobbies?
17. Do you like sports? Which ones?
18. Are you healthy? If you have any health problems, what are they?
19. What is the weather like where you live?
20. Do you live close to your family (parents, brothers and sisters, etc.?
21. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
22. Will your family support an intercultural marriage?
23. Do you have any connections to former wives or girlfriends? Why?
24. What kind of movies do you like?
25. What kind of music do you like?
26. Who are your favorite actors and actresses?
27. Who are your favorite singers/songs?
28. Do you own your house, or have an apartment?
29. How long have you had your job?
30. What is your job title, and what do you do?
31. Have you been in this job long?
32. Are you planning to change jobs soon?
33. What other jobs have you had?
34. What are your career ambitions?
35. Do you have a retirement plan?
36. How much debt do you have?
37. Do you have a college education? If so, what was your major?
38. Why are you interested in a Filipina wife instead of a woman from your own country?
39. What do you know about the Philippines? Have you ever been here?
40. Do you know any other Filipinos? If yes, what do you think of them?
41. Describe to me what you think are a wife’s responsibilities in a marriage.
42. Describe to me what you think are a husband’s responsibilities in a marriage.
43. How often would you want to revisit the Philippines after we marry? Once a year, once every five years,
etc.?
44. What kind of food do you like?
45. Where have you traveled in the world? In your own country?
46. Would you want or allow me to continue my education in your country?
47. In your opinion, how long should a man and a woman know each other before considering marriage?
What is the shortest possible time?
48. Do you prefer marriage in the Philippines or in your country?
49. Do you prefer a religious ceremony or civil?
50. Tell me about the things you do best and are most proud of.
51. Tell me about the things you do worst, and what you are doing to improve on those things.
52. Do you think there should be secrets between a husband and wife? If so, when?
53. Is it ever allowable for a husband to physically attack his wife? If he does, do you think should she call
the Police and report him? Explain.
54. Do you want a pre-nuptial agreement?
55. Describe your idea of a perfect summer vacation.
56. Describe a perfect weekend.
57. What kind of clothes do you like to wear?
58. Do you have pets? If yes, what kind?
59. How often, and for how long, do you think I should talk to my family on the telephone from your country,
long-distance?
60. Are there many Filipinos where we will live?
61. Have you ever been in a fight? If yes, describe it.
62. What kind of car do you drive?
63. Do you consider yourself talkative or quiet?

Questions for HER
This is the counterpart to the "Questions for Him" article. It is intended to provide a western gentleman with
some fundamental questions he may wish to ask of a Filipina pen pal. Thanks to the good people at the
ASAWA forum for their tremendous assistance and assembling these questions. Again, a gentleman need
not simply print this list out and mail it to his pen pal. In fact, I think that might be a bad idea. It would be
better if you, as a potential suitor, studied this list and then incorporated key questions into your handwritten
letters or phone calls, perhaps a few at a time. Presented with all these questions at once, a Filipina may be
overwhelmed.
1. How old are you?
2. What is your native language (Tagalog, Zambal, Visayan, etc.?)
3. Do you consider your English skills, poor, average, or good?
4. If you have a job, what do you do at work? If not, what do you do at home each day?
5. Describe your village or city.
6. Why are your interested in a relationship with a non-Filipino man?
7. Have you had pen pals or boyfriends before who were not Filipino?
8. Why did you break up with your last boyfriend (if any)?
9. How often, for how long and under what circumstances would you wish me to visit the Philippines if we
were married?
10. Do you think you have an obligation to support your family in the Philippines financially once we are
married?
11. Do you have any health problems?
12. Regarding our budget, who do you think should control it?
13. What is your faith (Catholic, Protestant, etc.?)
14. How often do you attend church?
15. Do you think it matters if husband and wife have very different points of view about religion? If we are of
different religious faiths, how will we raise our children?
16. What do you think are a wife’s duties in the house, and what are the husbands, and what duties should
they share?
17. Do you prefer a quiet life or an exciting one?
18. Do you like animals? Dogs? Cats?
19. Do you enjoy gambling or the lottery?
20. Do you drink (alcohol)? If so, what and how much?
21. Do you smoke? If so, how often?
22. What games do you enjoy playing, e.g. cards, chess, scrabble, mahjong?
23. Have you had any children? If so, where are they, how old are they and what is your present relationship
with their father(s)?
24. Do you like to read the news, books, magazines, or comics? If so, what are your favorites?
25. What music have you listened to recently?
26. What is more important in choosing clothes, comfort or how good they look?
27. Are you a heavy, regular sleeper or do you get up a lot during the night?
28. What do you do for fun?
29. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
30. How do you get along with your brothers and sisters?
31. When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
32. When you were in school, what classes did you like most?
33. What is your greatest triumph or accomplishment?
34. If you could change one event in your past, what would it be?
35. Do you have any role models? Who?
36. What are you the most proud of?
37. What is your greatest fear? Or, what scares you?
38. What makes you angry?
39. What makes you laugh?
40. When you wake up in the morning, are you lazy or full of energy?

41. Do you prefer to live in a house or apartment?
42. Do you want to have a job or career after we are married?
43. Do you want to continue your education after we are married?
44. Describe a perfect husband.
45. Describe a bad husband.
46. What are your hobbies?
47. How long should a man and woman know each other before deciding to get married?
48. How often would you want to call the Philippines long distance if you moved away?
49. What is your greatest fear about marrying a man from another country?
50. Would you prefer to be married in the Philippines or in your future husband’s country?
51. What is your favorite food?
52. Are you quiet or do you like to talk a lot?
53. Tell me about your best friend and what you do together.
54. What is your favorite movie?
55. What is your favorite song?
56. What kind of music do you like?
57. Have you ever been away from your family or home for a long time?
58. Have you traveled alone before?
59. Do you have friends or family in my home country? If so, where do they live, and are you still in contact
with them?
60. What was your best subject in school? What was your worst?
61. What year did your graduate from High School?
62. How much older can your husband be than you? For example, if you were 20 years old, is a 35 year old
husband too old? 40 years old? 50 years old?
63. Do you care if your new husband has been previously married?
64. If your husband has a former wife and/or children, how often should he talk to them, or be with them?

Ref.: http://filipinawives.com/HerQuestions.htm - http://filipinawives.com/HisQuestions.htm

