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When the late Ferdinand E. Marcos

ascendedinto the Presidencyin the mid 1960ôs,

few everthoughtthathewould remainin power

for a full two decades. It was during this time

whentheñNEWSOCIETYòeraflourished. He

and the top leaders at the time crafted an

ideologyfor Filipinos. The basicconceptswere

publishedin 1983.



The formulation was personal to the late

President, but he made the claim that they were

reflections:

ǴuidedbytheunarticulatedaspirationsoftheFilipinossince
theirdreamsofindependenceandliberation.µ

He tried to emphasizewhat he perceivedto be

the:

´Accumulationofthoughtsandbeliefsofuncountedindividuals
andgroups,includingthefacelessentitywecallthepeople.µ

*



Given the powerful influenceits authorwielded

at the time, the ideology naturally becamethe new

bedrockof thePhilippinephilosophyof education. It is,

therefore,important to synthesizebriefly the essential

elementsof the ideology for Filipinos as espousedby

Marcos,to wit:

1. A commitmentto a setof fundamentalvalues;

2. A theoryof society;

3. A conceptof alternativefuture; and

4. A programof action



Marcosôideology for Filipinos was a

responseto the communistideology which had

fired the thinking and fantasyof an increasing

numberof communistFilipinos whoseappealto

themasseswasnoteasyto resist. *



It may also have beena responseto a treatise
publishedin 1972entitled,Toward a Filipino Ideology
adopted and published by nine activist movements,
namely:

1. KapulungangAnakPawisngPilipinas(KAPP);

2. Federationof FreeFarmers(FFF);

3. Philippine Association of Free Labor Unions
(PAFLU);

4. PhilippineCongressof TradeUnions(PHILCONTU);

5. ChristianSocialMovement(CSM);

6. Samahanng mgaMalayangGuro(SAMAG);

7. KabataangMalayangMagsasaka(KMM) ;

8. BuklodKalayaan(BK); and

9. PhilippinePriests,Inc. (PPI). *



The Filipino ideology advocated by these organizations is articulated in 
thirteen areas of concern, as follows:

1. MAN AND SOCIETY: thegoodsocietymeansnothing

unlessit meansthe good of the individuals comprising

it.

2. FILIPINO VALUES: eleven basic values were

identified,namely,

(1) freedom,(2) justice,(3) peace,(4) family solidarity, (5)

dignity and honor, (6) respect for womanhood, (7)

sociability, (8) sensitivityandmodesty,(9) cleanliness,(10)

simplecontentment,and(11) spirituality andreligion.



3. PRIVATE PROPERTY: ownershipof propertyis not only a

privateright but alsoa public trust,meaningthat useof property

shouldbenefitbothownerandsociety.

4. WORK : every personmust have an opportunity to perform

bothmanualandintellectualwork.

5. ECONOMICS: the role of governmentwould be that of

regulation, promotion and coordination so that optimum

productivity will be achieved,and the spirit of sharing,social

concernandcooperationshallbeencouraged.

6. POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT : democraticpolitics is the

processby which thepeoplerule themselvesfor thegoodof all.



7. CULTURE : cultureis seenasthe totality of the conceptsand

viewsof thepeopleaboutlife onearthandin thehereafter.

8. EDUCATION : educationis seenas the meansfor character

formationof thepeopleconsideredto bethemostimportantasset

of thenation.

9. ORGANIZATION AND CONFLICT : people must be

organized,mobilized and activatedin various groupsbasedon

commonproblemsand intereststo enablethemto participatein

economic, social, political and cultural planning and

implementation. Conflict is seenas natural part of a dynamic

society, but must not be allowed to becomedestructive,and

shouldbe minimized. In any case,conflict mustbe temperedby

justice.



10. PEOPLEôSPOWER: true leadershipis necessaryfor

the releaseof the power which, in a democracy,residesin

the people. It is the power which translatesthe peopleôs

dreamsandidealsinto reality,possibleonly if thepeopleare

liberatedandfree.

11. LEADERSHIP AND FOLLOWERSHIP : leadership

motivatesand enablespeopleto solve their own problems,

but only if the peoplebecomeresponsibleand self-reliant

followers.

12. NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM:

nationalism is particular; internationalism is universal. 

13. FAITH IN DIVINE PROVIDECE: the Filipino people,

whetherChristian,Muslim or other groups,are steepedin their

faith in God.



Marcosassertedthat the essenceof the Filipinoôssocial

valueswasoriginally communalwith a strongconcernfor others

asshownin theFilipinoôssenseof pakikipagkapwatao.

Ýɨʄɲɲɴʂʂisshared; ɾɽɴÜʂsuccessishisɵɰɼɸɻʈÜsuccessand
hisɲɾɼɼʄɽɸʃʈÜʂpride. Ontheotherhand,ɾɽɴÜʂshameis
bornebyhisentirekin.Þ



EGALITARIAN IDEAL

» thecenterpieceof theideologyfor thenewsociety.

»Has a presuppositionabout the natureof man: every human

beinghasthesamepotentialasanotherto develophimself,and

thusto achievethefull measureof hishumanity.

»Manasthecenterof all things.

´Manneverisameansbutalwaysisanendinhimself.ó
-Immanuel Kant



7 PILLARS OF OUR MORAL REDEMPTION
»Nationalismandidentity;

»Unity;

»Socialjustice;

»Barangayor participativedemocracy;

»Self-reliancethroughplannedchange;

»Freedomof belief; and

»Internationalismor adherenceto the Ideals of the

UnitedNations.



In concluding his treatise on the

ideology for the new society, Marcos

reiteratedtheopennesswith which sought

further study and discussion. In other

words,contraryto the belief of many,he

claimed that he was not imposing an

ideology.



EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
IN THE NEW SOCIETY

Chapter 10



Executive Order No. 202 in 1969

»Issuedby FerdinandE. Marcos

»Creating PresidentialCommissionto Study

Philippine Education (PCSPE). Headedby

then Minister of Education Onofre D.

Corpuz.



Presidential Decree 6-a
"Educational Development Decree of 1972."

Oneof theoffshootsof thestudy,donein 1969-70.

Embodiedinto law thePCSPEïidentifiedgoalsandobjectives

of PhilippineEducation,asfollows:

a) To achieveand maintain an acceleratingrate of

economicdevelopmentandsocialprogress;

b) To assurethe maximum participation of all the

people in the attainment and enjoyment of the

benefitsof suchgrowth; and

c) To strengthennationalconsciousnessand promote

desirableculturalvaluesin achangingworld.



To thisend,theeducationalsystemaimsto:

a) Providefor a broadgeneraleducationthatwill assist

eachindividual, in the peculiarecologyof his own

society,to (1) attainhis potentialasa humanbeing;

(2) enhancethe rangeand quality of individual and

groupparticipationin the basicfunctionsof society;

and (3) acquirethe essentialeducationalfoundation

for his developmentinto a productiveand versatile

citizen:

b) Train thenation'smanpowerin themiddle level skill

requiredfor nationaldevelopment;



c) Developthe high-level professionsthat will provide

leadershipfor the nation, advanceknowledgethrough

research,and apply new knowledgefor improving the

qualityof humanlife; and

d) Respond effectively to changing needs and

conditions of the nation through a system of

educationalplanningandevaluation.



1973 Constitutional  Provision s
for Education

Major Developmentsin thecountryin 1970ôsled

to the framing and ratification of a new constitution

thatinstalleda parliamentarysystemof government.

Marcos consideredthe 1935 constitution as a

ñvestigeof colonialism,òandwasno longerrelevantto

thesocietyhestartedto build.

*



Educational Provisions of the 1973 Constitution are as follows:

»SEC. 8.

(1) All educational institutions shall be under the

supervision of, and subject to regulation by, the

State. The State shall establish and maintain a

complete, adequate, and integrated system of

education relevant to the goals of national

development.

(2) All institutions of higher learning shall enjoy

academicfreedom.

(3) The study of the Constitutionshall be part of the

curriculain all schools.



(4) All educationalinstitutions shall aim to inculcate

love of country, teach the duties of citizenship,and

develop moral character, personal discipline, and

scientific,technological,andvocationalefficiency.

(5) The Stateshall maintain a systemof free public,

elementaryeducation and, in areas where finances

permit, establishandmaintaina systemof free public

educationat leastup to thesecondarylevel.

(6) The Stateshall provide citizenshipand vocational

training to adult citizensandout-of-schoolyouth, and

create and maintain scholarships for poor and

deservingstudents.



(7) Educational institutions, other than those establishedby

religious orders,mission boards,and charitableorganizations,

shall be owned solely by citizens of the Philippines, or

corporationsor associationsixty per centumof the capital of

which is ownedby suchcitizens. Thecontrolandadministration

of educationalinstitutions shall be vested in citizens of the

Philippines. No educational institution shall be established

exclusively for aliens, and no group of aliens shall comprise

more than one-third of the enrolment in any school. The

provisions of this sub-section shall not apply to schools

establishedfor foreigndiplomaticpersonnelandtheir dependents

and, unless otherwise provided by law, for other foreign

temporaryresidents.



(8) At the option expressedin writing by the

parentsor guardians,and without cost to them

and the Government,religion shall be taughtto

their childrenor wardsin public elementaryand

highschoolsasmaybeprovidedby law.



The foregoing became the basis for

drawing up the landmark educational

legislation, Batas Pambansa Blg. 232,

betterknownastheEducation Act of 1982,
entitled,ÝAn ActProvidingfor theestablishment
and maintenanceof an IntegratedSystemof

Education.ÞThe law coveredboth formal and

non-formaleducationatall levels.



Philosophical Concepts of the New Society’s Educational objectives:

1. The individual as a Useful Member of

Society.

üAt the core of the educationalphilosophy is the

individual human being who must be given every

opportunity to develop into a useful member of

Philippinessociety. His potentialcapabilitiesmustbe

identifiedanddevelopedto themaximumñwithin the

ecologyof hisownsociety.ò



2. Education for All

üThe statedobjectivesof educationembodiedthe

philosophy that education is for all, thereby

antedatingby severalyearsUNESCOôsprogram

of Educationfor All . At the time, the term used

wasñuniversaleducationò.



3. An Integrated System of Education

üEnvisioned an integrated system of education

which would provide,at thefirst andsecondlevels,

a broad general educationto be the basis of a

gradual funneling of students into middle-level

skills developmentand,ultimately,thedevelopment

of high-level professionals. Therewasa conscious

concernthat theproductsof theeducationalsystem

shouldmatchthemanpowerneedsof theeconomy.



4. Productivity

üA few decades earlier, Harbison and Myers

observedthat while the Philippines was second

only to the United Statesin the ratio of higher

educationenrolmentto college-agepopulation,the

countryôseconomy was among the lowest

productivity. This was indicative of an education

whichdid notproduceproductivegraduates,



5. Emphasis on Research
ü The high-level professionswere envisionedto ñadvance

knowledgefor improving the quality of humanlifeò. The

needfor researchhasalwaysbeenthere,but little hasbeen

doneto give it thesupportit needs.

6. Responsiveness to Changing Needs and 

Conditions.
üThis concernindicatesrecognitionof the dynamicnatureof

society or, as well-said elsewhere,the impermanencef

permanence. All societiesare in constanttransition,giving

validity to the cliché that the only constantis CHANGE.

Alvin Toffler, the well-known futurologist , called this

phenomenonñadhocracyò.



7. QualityEducation

üñtheState shall promote the right of every
individual to relevantquality education.òThis is the
sequel to the conceptof ñequalityof accessòto
educationby all citizens.

8. Non-formalEducation
üPresidentialDecree 1139, approved on May 13, 1977,

created the position of Undersecretaryfor Non-formal
Educationtaskedto mount a nationalprogramthat would
extendeducationalopportunitiesto out-of-school children
youthsandadults. This wasanexpansionof thework of the
office of Adult Educationcreatedin 1936by commonwealth
ActNo. 80.



As definein theEducationAct of 1982, non-formal

education is ñanyorganized school-based educational

activitiesundertakenby theMinistry of Education,Culture

andSports(MECS) andotheragenciesaimedat attaining

specific learning objectives for a particular clientele,

especiallythe illiterates and the out-of-school youth and

adults,distinctfrom theoutsidetheregularofferingsof the

formalschoolsystem.



Objectivesof Non-formal Education are:

»To eradicateilliteracy andraisethe level of functionalliteracy

of thepopulations.

»To provideunemployedandunderemployedyouth andadults

with appropriatevocational/technicalskills to enablethem to

becomemoreproductiveandeffectivecitizens; and

»To develop among the clientele of non-formal education

propervaluesandattitudesnecessaryfor personalcommunity

andnationaldevelopment.



9. Optional Religious Instruction

üAs part of the overall philosophyof education,religious

instruction would have to accommodateall religious

orientationsïCatholic, Protestant,Islam, etc. The public

schools were expectedto provide time and space for

religiouseducationclassesfor thevariousreligiousgroups.

Teachers,teachingmaterials,curricula,andother facilities

were supposedto be provided by interestedgroups. The

natureandscopeof suchinstructionwereto bedetermined

by eachgroup.



10. StateSupervisionandControlof Schools

üñAlleducationalinstitutions shall be under the

supervisionand control of the state.ò-1973 Phil.

Constitution,Sec. 8(1)

üThe administrationof the educationsystemandé

the supervision and regulation of educational

institution are hereby vested in the Ministry of

Education,Culture and Sports (MECS), without

prejudicesto the provisionsof the charterof any

statecollegeor university.



MECS’s Functions and Powers,
as follows:

»Formulate general education objectives and policies, and 

adopt long-range educational plans;

»Plan, develop and implement programs and projects in 

education and culture;

»Promulgate rules and regulations necessary for the 

administration, supervision and regulation of the educational 

system in accordance with declared policy;

»Set up general objectives for the school system;



»Coordinatethe activitiesandfunctionsof the school

systemandthevariousculturalagenciesunderit;

»Coordinateand work with agenciesconcernedwith

the, educationaland cultural developmentof the

nationalculturalcommunities; and

»Recommend and study legislation proposed for

adoption.



5 Staff bureaus were to assist Minister in policy studies and 
formulation, namely:

»The Bureau of Elementary Education;

»The Bureau of Secondary Education;

»The Bureau of Technical and Vocational 

Education;

»The Bureau of Higher Education; and

»The Bureau of Continuing Education



Administrativesanctionsto beprescribedby theMinister,

as he may deemreasonableand appropriate,may cover any of

thefollowing cause:

1. Mismanagementof schooloperations;

2. Grossinefficiencyof theteachingor non-teachingpersonnel;

3. Fraudor deceitcommittedin connectionwith theapplication

for Ministry permitor recognition;

4. Failure to comply with conditionsor obligationsprescribed

by the EducationAct of 1982or its implementingrulesand

regulations; and

5. Unauthorized operation of a school, or course, or any

component thereof, or any violation of the requirement

governingadvertisementsor announcementsof educational

institutions.



The End of an Era

The inexorableeventsof recenthistory broughtthe new

societyerato a dramaticendin February1986by what is now

knownastheEDSArevolution. With it alsocametheendof the

ideology for the new society. It soonbecamea misty memory.

That is what many peoplethink. But while the terminologies

andwatchwordsweremadeasextinctasthebrontosaurus,there

arevaluesandprofoundphilosophicalthoughtwhich cannotbe

suppressedeasily. For a good ideacould only be replacedby a

better one. It remains to be seen whether the political

dispensationsthat supplantedthe new society have something

betterto offer. This is the subjectof concernin the succeeding

partsof this treatise.




